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SUBJECT: SRI LANKA INTEREST IN ASEAN MEMBERSHIP 
REF: COLOMBO 2652 (010931 AUG 77) 

1 . THERE HAS BEEN MODERATE PRESS COVERAGE IN KUALA LUMPUR OF 
SRI LANKA'S INTEREST IN JOINING ASEA, ALTHOUGH ALL COMMENTARY 
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HAS TREATED THE ISSUE EITHER NON-COMMITTALLY OR, IF FAVORABLY, 
AS IF ANY FIRM DECISIONS FAR IN THE FUTURE. WE HAVE SEEN 
NO INDICATION THAT CONSIDERATION OF SRI 
LANKAN MEMBERSHIP WILL BE ON THE SUMMIT AGENDA. 

2. ON SRI LANKA PREMIER JAYEWARDENE’S STATEMENT THAT HE WOULD 
BE SENDING A SPECIAL ENVOY TO OBSERVE THE SUMMIT, MALAYSIAN 
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FOREIGN MINISTER RITHAUDDEEN SAID, ACCORDING TO THE AUGUST 
2 NEW STRAITS TIMES, "ASEAN WAS NEVER ANTAGONISTIC TO ANY 
COUNTRY, ORGANIZATION OR GROUPING. WE LIKE TO BE FRIENDS 
WITH ALL." HE REPORTEDLY FURTHER SAID THAT MALAYSIA, AS HOST, 

HAD NOT EXTENDED INVITATIONS TO ANY COUNTRY TO ATTEND THE 
SUMMIT, BUT HAD ONLY INVITED THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT OF 
AUSTRALIA, JAPAN AND NEW ZEALAND TO "BE HERE FOR A DIALOGUE 
AND NOT TO ATTEND THE SUMMIT." THE AUGUST 1 BUSINESS TIMES 
CARRIED A WIRE SERVICE REPORT OUT OF COLOMBO WHICH QUOTED A 
"SENIOR DIPLOMAT FROM THE MALAYSIAN HIGH COMMISSION" ON THE 
PROSPECTS OF SRI LANKA FOREIGN MINISTER ABDUL C. S. HAMEED 
ATTENDING THE SUMMIT: "THERE IS CERTAIN PROTOCOL TO BE 
FOLLOWED BEFORE A VISIT BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER," I.E., 

IMPLICITLY SAYING THE VISIT IS NOT LIKELY. 

3. SRI LANKA HIGH COMMISSION OFFICER TOLD US HIGH COMMISSION 
PERSONNEL ARE BEMUSED BY SPECULATION ON SUBJECT AND TELEPHONED 
COLOMBO EVENING AUG 2 FOR GUIDANCE.THEY WERE TOLD A 
STATEMENT WOULD BE ISSUED BY FOREIGN OFFICE "IN A FEW DAYS" 

ON THIS. OUR CONTACT SAID HE UNDERSTANDS STORY GREW OUT 
OF MISQUOTE BY JAPANESE NEWSMAN OF REMARKS BY NEW PM IN 
AN INTERVIEW. HE THEREFORE DOUBTS HIS GOVERNMENT IS GIVING 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO PURSUING ASEAN MEMBERSHIP, ALTHOUGH 
HE WOULD NOT RPT NOT DISCOUNT POSSIBILITY OF SOME ENTHUSIASTIC 
UNP SUPPORTERS ADVOCATING THIS AS PART OF UNP GOVERNMENTS 
FOREIGN POLICY RE-ORIENTATION. 
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